Management of advanced bladder cancer in patients with impaired renal function.
Advanced transitional-cell carcinoma of the bladder is the most common cancer of the urinary tract, with a high mortality rate. Cisplatin-based chemotherapy has demonstrated prolonged survival of these patients and is considered the standard of care. Nevertheless, 40-50% of patients have impaired renal function that precludes the use of cisplatin. The non-nephrotoxic platinum analogue, carboplatin, has emerged as the most popular alternative in this setting, used mainly in doublets. However, it has not shown similar efficacy to cisplatin. In this article, platinum-based or platinum-free regimens, monotherapies or combination therapies are discussed as treatment options for this population. Their efficacy and toxicity are also being analyzed. The study of newer targeted therapies in the treatment of bladder cancer is also discussed, as are future perspectives and a five-year view in the treatment of the disease in patients with renal impairment.